
City of Belton - Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, June 7, 2010 – 5:30 P.M. 

 

 

A meeting of the Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, June 7, 2010, in the Harris Community Center.  
Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Mike Ratliff, Joe Brooks, Diane Ring, and Woody Durbin.  City 
staff in attendance included: City Manager Sam Listi, Harris Center Manager Sandy Slade, Parks Superintendent 
Dennis Browning, Assistant Parks Superintendent Rocky Shed and Larry Thorne, also from the Parks Department. 
 

1. Call to Order 
Chair Diane Ring called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 

2. Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 

3. Consider the minutes of the April 5, 2010, Parks Board meeting. 
Member Joe Brooks made a motion to approve the meeting of the meeting, with a second by Vice Chair 
Woody Durbin.  The motion passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 

4. Consider the Belton Christian Youth Center seasonal soccer report. 
Diane Ring asked if Daniel planned to attend.  Sandy Slade said that he committed to attend, but was 
unsure why he was not there.  Ring said that they would table report for the time being.  Ring asked if 
there were any questions for Daniel Bucher from BCYC once he arrived.  Slade mentioned that the counts 
of City Limits participants were not correct as given.  Corrected totals were given as follows:  376 children 
total, with 101 inside city limits, 251 outside of the limits, and 24 unknown.  Ring wanted clarification on 
what was outside City limits and it was explained that it is any individual outside of the actual City limit 
boundaries, as verified by staff.  
 
Ring asked if there was a way to combine the stats once we have around three years of information 
compiled, maybe in a particular sport itself and overall totals for every sport.  Slade said that we could.  
Dennis Browning mentioned seeing no scholarships given; however, Woody Durbin corrected that by 
pointing out the information on the back of the report.  Ring questioned whether the maintenance issues 
had been resolved and Browning said they had, but that the restrooms continually back up due to 
overcrowding and people “use”.  He said that renovations were being looked at already for the future 
seasons. 
 
Ring questioned what a “phone drive” meant on sources of funding.  It was confirmed that they are 
referencing a telephone fund drive.  Durbin mentioned that the reported growth was conservative, but it 
does seem to correlate with what he has done with the program. 
 
Dennis mentioned a camp taking place in the future and Slade confirmed dates with Soccer Attitude, not 
affiliated with BCYC, June 21-25, 2010.  The camp is called the Brazilian Way.  Slade said that another 
church group with use Chisholm Trail for a day use and a tournament at Chisholm Trail on Aug. 6, 7, & 8, 
bringing in at least 12 teams.  This is a combined group with the high school, private and BYSA.  Slade 
suggested that a camp fee be added to the City’s fee schedule.  Joe Brooks mentioned that this is not 
really the Parks Board “charge” and that staff and City Council will need to take care of fees.  City 
Manager Listi confirmed.   
 



Slade also mentioned that Lonestar may not play in Belton this next season.  It was asked why the soccer 
seems to go up and down and Durbin confirmed that all sports are similar, but that disc golf has really 
kicked off. 
 
Durbin confirmed that the 439 property is still a great sight for disc golf. 
 

5. Receive a report from Sam Listi, City Manager, regarding a meeting with Lake Manager Dan Thomasson 
of the Army Corps of Engineers, concerning Belton Lakeview Park. 
Mr. Listi confirmed a meeting with Dan Thomasson, Les Hallbauer, and Sandy Slade regarding the possible 
lease of the property at FM439.  The Corps is still receptive to the idea.  They have built the “village” on 
the property for use by the volunteers at various Corps properties.  Listi feels that the onsite lodging 
provides for help with security at the sight. Listi mentioned continued discussions on development of a 
lease for the entire property, but including a “phasing” of sections over time to help with costs associated 
with maintenance.  Thomasson said that he would relay that information to the Corps.  Discussion took 
place regarding requirement of a restroom facility, in which Thomasson confirmed that no requirement 
existed; although, that would be needed at some point in time at a cost of around $100K per Les 
Hallbauer. 
 
Listi mentioned some changes to lease agreements from previous discussions, but from the point in which 
all parties agree, it would take around 3 to 4 months to finalize the agreement.  It is uncertain we will 
make it within the current budget year, but it is being worked on.  Listi also reminded the Parks Board of 
some criticism received about the fact that the park is currently available for use, so why would the City 
want to take on the expense.  However, the land would offer the ability for a larger recreation program by 
offering land that the City does not have now. Listi said that we need to remain realistic about the 
financial side.  We would need the extra personnel too.  Ring asked if we are talking about the dock as 
well, and Listi mentioned that the housing around the park would have to remain accessible.  Listi also 
clarified the phasing option to Browning.  The lease agreement options were mentioned, especially the 
one that would allow for the Corps to close the park entirely if the City would need to give the property 
back for one reason or another.  Listi said everything looks encouraging.  Ring mentioned that for 
immediate use, the south side would be the most beneficial.  Listi asked if there would be any negatives 
to taking one side at a time, but it was agreed that it would be a great way to transition expenses. 
 
Brooks said it would be a real shame to let it slip away.  Durbin inquired about using the community 
service folks to assist with clean-up and Browning confirmed their use now.  Slade mentioned that the 
Corps required “low impact” recreation but that all of the things mentioned, fit into that use… dog park, 
Skate Park, disc golf, etc. 
 

6. Receive a report from Sandy Slade, Harris Center Manager, regarding a meeting with SPA Skate Parks 
owners, Jamie Curtis and Yann Curtis.  
We (Sam, Jerri and Sandy) had a meeting the same week of the Corps meeting with the owners of SPA 
Skate Parks out of Austin, TX.  They graciously evaluated three properties for us.  Slade said that this 
company did only concrete parks, not prefab structure.  The company basically does a “turn-key project”, 
from the initial design to the building of the structure and include grand opening.  A slide presentation 
was available to show some of the company’s work.  
 
Slade mentioned that there is considerable difference in the parks that companies can provide between 
the concrete and prefab.  There are differences in quality, sound, etc.  When the two made the visit, we 
toured three distinct properties… Heritage Park, Chisholm Trail Park and the Corps property on FM 439.  
They ranked the properties based on several key factors, like drainage.  Heritage Park was ranked highest 
based on shading, restrooms, drainage, etc.  The only drawback initially mentioned is the parking, which 
continues to be a problem even without the park.  SPA determined that the Corps property is a little too 
far out of site respectively.  Chisholm Trail offers an existing slab and Listi mentioned the dual-use of a 
skate park built adjacent, with a pavilion on the existing slab.  SPA is not fond of working on pre-existing 



slabs.  Brooks mentioned the northwest corner of Chisholm for drainage.  He asked if that was a detention 
pond and what of the possibility of utilizing that space.  SPA confirmed that detention ponds don’t drain 
anywhere and do not provide a great location.  Ring said that she was thinking about Beall Park.  Listi 
mentioned that the northwest corner may be too close to homes and the noise levels would be 
distracting. 
 
Slade mentioned multi-use abilities with a concrete park.  She said that SPA does quite a few skate parks 
that can provide a host of a variety of functions, in addition to skating.  As we look forward in the plan, 
this may allow us to take care of a couple of items at once (more slides shown). 
 
Listi mentioned pricing ranging from $200K to $2 million.  Browning asked how many acres they would 
require.  Slade confirmed that there is no set acreage.  They build to fit our accommodating space.  Slade 
also mentioned the tight rebar compaction in their construction.  Members/Staff discussed concrete 
thickness.  Slade said that they are able to incorporate artwork into the design.  
 
Slade mentioned that SPA will come to help promote the skate parks opening day.  Listi said that the SPA 
guys would try to get Cody Macintyre to the event because he is from Belton.  Ring questioned whether 
or not that Heritage is truly the best place to locate the park.  Slade confirmed location of other parks 
were in odd locations, after having traveled around to other cities.  (Slides were shown of other city dog 
and skate parks).  Ring mentioned the old junior high parking lot location; however, Brooks said the school 
district would probably not see that as a viable option.  Durbin asked about expanding the Summer Fun 
parking lot to assist with crowding, if the owner was agreeable.   
 
Slides were shown for dog parks as well.  Separating large dogs from small dogs is the norm.  Slides were 
shown of Killeen skate park; Georgetown skate park and dog park; Round Rock skate park and dog; and 
the San Marcos River.  It was mentioned that the Round Rock skate park was not large in size, but looked 
much nicer aesthetically than the prefab parks of Georgetown and Killeen.   
 
Listi confirmed that we are obviously still in the planning stages for this park, but that we are coming upon 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife grant application.  He feels that the City would be very competitive for the 
grant process because we would be offering new uses in the City.  Ring asks about the Confederate Park 
location.  Browning mentioned that it is a floodplain.  Slade confirmed that the SPA group did ask for 
floodplain information about Heritage.  
 

7. Receive a report regarding water recreation options on Nolan Creek, and discuss the visit to Belton 
from Gary Lacy, P.E., of Recreation, Engineering and Planning, in Boulder, Colorado. 
Ring asked if the tour was Nolan Creek and Leon River and Slade confirmed Nolan Creek only.  Slides were 
presented for the tour and for the kayaking the next day.  Discussions on the slides were regarding Gary 
Lacy’s comments as we toured the creek bank.  Listi confirmed that the idea is to go from Burton’s 
Crossing to Confederate Park, adding “Put-ins” and “Take-outs” along the way.  The Board was told of the 
natural attributes that Nolan Creek offers… bedrock, restrooms, parking areas, natural canopies, and 
water flow.  Listi added that Lacy suggested 3 or 4 features to add.  Ring asked about the initial concerns 
of depth and Listi confirmed depth is good at Nolan Creek.  Ring also asked the time of the trip for 
kayaking and Listi said it took around 40 minutes from one end to the other. 
 
Listi mentioned that Lacy was adamant about taking out the low water crossings, stressing the danger 
having children and adults playing on or around them.  We have two, one at Burton’s Crossing and at 
Water Street.  Lacy said that key narrowing locations would alleviate the problem that might occur with 
water level once the low water crossings are removed. 
 
Slade mentioned that Lacy suggested an early warning system be set in place for flooding.  Browning 
asked about the landowners and how that will affect them.  Listi said that we would definitely need to 
consider their concerns.  First day of visit we had staff but the second day we had property owners.  Listi 



also said that most owners were receptive, with one encouraging Lacy to remember the ownership of 
land.  Ratliff asked about what will happen if low water crossings are removed.  Listi said that KPA had 
designed a mock-up of pedestrian bridge placement.  Map was shown to identify key areas where this 
could be possible.  Listi mentioned one property owner had a problem with a pedestrian bridge near/on 
his property.  Ratliff asked if this property owner was maintaining his property and it was noted by 
Browning that the Parks Department is currently mowing it.  Durbin asked what the citizen’s rights were 
to the water.  Browning said that you are able to navigate, but not get out along the private property.  
Suggestion was made by Brooks that the area behind City Hall is used for a “beach” area verses behind 
the new Robert Dominguez’ restaurant area, simply because the property in already owned by the City.  
Ring agreed that this would cause less controversy over property ownership.   
 
Slides were shown from the kayaking trip. 
 
Listi concluded with the fact that the previous discussions outline a lot of opportunities for the City.  Ring 
said to that the continued planning is getting us closer to reality.  Durbin asked about where the parking 
was available for the group to “put in” at Nolan Creek and Listi said Harris or Lions Field area.  Lions Field 
made it easy to walk down.  Listi mentioned an article from the Austin paper about how things could get 
out of hand at the park.  Ring asked about what activities we would look at for Nolan Creek… tubing, 
kayaking, etc.  Listi confirmed all of those activities, but not enough depth for paddle boats.  Slade 
mentioned the tiny kayaks for kid programs.  Ratliff also talked about the equipment available, such as 
inflatable boards.  Ring inquired about staffing, and Listi said that there are no life guards.  It is an “at your 
own risk” activity.  Slade mentioned that during Lacy’s visit, he continued to say how encouraging it 
seemed that we already had a lot of amenities in place without any new major facilities needed. 
 

8. Board and/or staff comments. 
Slade said that Movie in the Park will be held Friday, July 30th at Harris Community Park, right after the 
Splash Pad closes.  The movie will be “Monsters vs. Aliens”, in conjunction with Time Warner.  Also, the 
splash pads are open 10a to 8p. Listi addressed the splash pad attendants being supervised by Slade now 
and that Belton is a bit unusual for having them.  Slade said that the attendants are communicating well 
amongst each other and are doing a great job so far.  Ring asked how the Tiger pad was doing and the 
response was that it is not being used as much as Harris.  Browning said that the picnic tables are covered 
now, but Slade added that there is no large pavilion and the tree covering does not exist at that park like 
Harris.  Browning said he does not understand why the use is so low, because of the number of kids in the 
neighborhood.  Ring says the park is not as visible.  Slade said that if the basketball court was turned into 
a pavilion it would offer more to the park. 
 

9. Adjourn. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:02 pm. 
 
 

  



 
  



 
  



Dog Parks, Skate Parks, and River Recreation

May 14-16, 2010

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



May 19, 2010

Yettie Polk Park “Feature” Area



MAY 20, 2010

 
 
 

It’s a rough job! Piece of cake!

 
  



Let’s go AGAIN! WHAT A GREAT TIME!

 
  



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



PLAYER ADDRESS 

Yesenia 1620 Libby Lane Belton, 76513 

Shorty 406 Sage Brush Dr Belton, 76513 

Jamie 711 Estate Dr Belton, 76513 

Courtney 737 Estate Dr Belton, 76513 

Kayla 737 Estate Dr Belton, 76513 

Jackie 1201 Point Ct Belton, 76513 

Marissa Can Not find her address but it is Belton 76513 

Makaila 2139 Wilson Valley Loop Academy, 76554 

Rocky 290 Circle Dr Killeen, 76542 

Kacie 1201 Brazos St Belton, 76513 

Kierstan 2 South Bowman Belton, 76513 

Bianca 191 Eagle Landing Dr Belton, 76513 

Mia 1723 Twisted Oak Dr Temple, 76502 

Aubrey 106 Meadowbrook Dr Temple, 76502 

Hailey 740 E. 13th St Belton, 76513 

Kyla 2106N. Beal Belton, 76513 
 

  



Facilities 
1 

Facilities Module 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With the Facilities Module You Can: 

• Organize Facilities by category 
• Provide details and links to important information, documents or related websites, cutting down on phone calls and 
foot 
traffic 
• Provide lists of amenities offered at the facility 
• Allow citizens to request a reservation of the facility 
Options that must be enabled by CivicPlus prior to use if desired: 

• Allow citizens to request to reserve a facility 
• Is a window of clean-up time needed between reservations / facility use? 
• Each facility can have its own calendar in the calendar module if desired. This will allow citizens to see the list of 
approved reservations for the desired facility. 
Facilities 


